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AS WE GATHER 
The Church Year begins by taking us to the scene of our Lord’s final 
entry into Jerusalem that great and holy week. Yes, Christmas is 
at hand. Surely the preparations for the celebration of His 
incarnation, His earthly birth of the Virgin Mary, are already well 
under way. But wait a moment. We enter this new year already 
knowing why He became incarnate of the Holy Spirit for us and for our salvation, which is only by way of 
His passion, death, and resurrection. We begin by continuing to “wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” on the Last Day (1 Corinthians 1:7), sustained by Him now in the forgiveness of our sins, guiltless 
and ready. In readiness, we boldly pray that our Lord comes to rescue and save us. 
 
 

✠ PREPARATION ✠ 
 

HYMN  “The Advent of Our God”     # 22 

 
1 The Advent Of Our God 
Shall Be Our Theme For Prayer, 
Come Let Us Meet Him On The Road 
And Place For Him prepare. 
 
2 The Everlasting Son 
Incarnate Stoops To Be; 
Himself The Servant’s Form Puts On 
To Set His People Free. 
 
3 Come Zion’s Daughter, Rise 
To Meet Your Lowly King, 
Nor Let Your Faithless Heart Despise 
The Peace He Comes To Bring. 
 
4 As Judge, On Clouds Of Light, 
He Soon Will Come Again, 
And All His Scattered Saints Unite 
With Him On High To Reign. 
 
5 Before The Dawning Day 
Let Sin Be Put To Flight; 
No Longer Let The Law Hold Sway, 
But Walk In Freedom’s Light.  
 
6 All Glory To The Son 
Who Comes To Set Us Free, 
With Father, Spirit, Ever One, 
Through All Eternity. 
 
 



INVOCATION 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together 
as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our heavenly Father, seeking His 
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 
P: “Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the   Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 
P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C: the light no darkness can overcome. 
 
P: Let Your light scatter the darkness 
C: and illuminate Your Church. 
 
 

HYMN  “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”    # 34 ~ St. 1 

 
1 Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall Come to you O Israel 
 
 

✠ WORD ✠ 
 

INTROIT Psalm 25:1–3; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

 
P: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 
C: To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
 



P: O my God, in You I trust; let me not be put to shame; 
C: let not my enemies exult over me. 
 
P: Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame; 
C: they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
P: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 
 
 

KYRIE  

 
P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of 
  all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.                                     
C:   Amen. 
 

 

SALUTATION 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 By Your own great power, O Lord, we pray that You come to us to protect us by Your might from  

all evil, and deliver and save us from our sins; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy  
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 64:1–9 (Rend the heavens and come down) 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 



EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 (Thanksgiving) 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

VERSE Psalm 24:7  

 
P: Alleluia. Lift up your heads, O gates!  And be lifted up, O ancient doors,  
C: that the King of glory may come in. Alleluia. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 11:1–10 (The triumphal entry) 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
(The Gospel is read.) 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Savior of the Nations, Come”  # 28 

 
1 Savior of the nations, come, 
Virgin's son, make here Thy home! 
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 
2 Not by human flesh and blood 
By the Spirit of our God 
Was the Word of God made flesh-- 
Woman's Offspring, pure and fresh. 
 
3 Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child 
Of the Virgin undefiled! 
Though by all the world disowned, 
Still to be in heav'n enthroned. 
 
4 From the Father forth He came 
And returneth to the same, 
Captive leading death and hell-- 
High the song of triumph swell! 
 
5 Thou the Father's only Son, 
Hast o'er sin the vict'ry won. 
Boundless shall Thy kingdom be; 
When shall we its glories see? 
 
6 Brightly doth Thy manger shine, 
Glorious is its light divine. 
Let not sin o'er cloud this light; 
Ever be our faith thus bright. 
 



7 Praise to God the Father sing, 
Praise to God the Son, our King, 
Praise to God the Spirit be 
Ever and eternally. 
 
 

SERMON 
 
 

CREED Nicene Creed 

 
C: I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
        and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
        and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life ✠ of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
 

Thank you for your faithful support during this prolonged period of difficulty.  
 

Please send your tithes and offerings to the church office if you are unable to be with us in 
Worship.  

 
GOD’S PEACE BE WITH YOU ALL! 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their  

needs. 
 
 Almighty God, our Father, we give You thanks that You bring us once again into a new Church  

Year whereby we confess and proclaim Your great love for the world in the sending of Your  
only-begotten Son as the Child of the Virgin Mary, the Lamb proclaimed by John the Baptist, the  
teacher of the holy apostles, the sacrifice for the sins of the world on the cross, and the risen  
Savior of all, who will come again in glory on the Last Day. Lord, keep us in this confession and  
faith, and bless its proclamation throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Supply Your whole Church on earth with faithful pastors and laborers who will continually feed  

and lead Your people, rightly proclaiming Your Word, administering Your Holy Sacraments, and  
caring for all in their charge. Guard and bless Your servant [name], our Synod President, and  
[name], our District President. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: That we may live in peace and safety, we ask You to continually bless those in the authority of  

government, the President and Congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this 
state, and all those who make, administer, and judge our laws. Grant that they rule according to 
Your good pleasure by Your grace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Comfort, O Lord, all who are in trouble, danger, or illness. Grant healing, peace, and courage for  

all bearing their crosses to Your praise and honor. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: As Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, came down to us at Christmas and now comes to us by  

Your Spirit in Your Word, we pray for His final coming to deliver us all in the great day of the  
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Into Your  
hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

C: Amen. 
 
 

HYMN  “Hark, the Glad Sound”     # 35 

 
1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,  
the Savior promised long!  
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne,  
and ev'ry voice a song. 
 
2 He comes the pris'ners to release,  
in Satan’s bondage held;  
the gates of brass before Him burst,  
the iron fetters yield. 
 
3 He comes the broken heart to bind,  
the bleeding soul to cure,  
and with the treasures of His grace,  
to enrich the humbled poor. 
 
4 Our glad Hosannas, Prince of Peace,  
Your welcome shall proclaim; 
and heav'n’s eternal arches ring,  
with Your beloved Name. 
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