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AS WE GATHER 
 
A simple and poignant Sunday School song says simply, “God sees 
the little sparrow fall. It meets His tender view; if God so loves the little 
birds, I know He loves me too.” The central theme of the song is the care 
of God for His creation. The words also serve as a reminder that God 
sees us, His children, in a special way. We are the crown of His 
creation, as are all the people He has fashioned. Seeing people as God sees them is central to our lives 
of faith! 
 

✠ PREPARATION ✠ 
 

HYMN  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  # 499 - not in LW 

 
1 Come, Thou Fount of every blessing 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing 
Call for songs of loudest praise 
While the hope of endless glory 
Fills my heart with joy and love 
Teach me ever to adore Thee 
May I still Thy goodness prove 
 
2 Here I raise my Ebenezer 
Hither by Thy help I’m come 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure 
Safely to arrive at home 
Jesus sought me when a stranger 
Wandering from the fold of God 
He, to rescue me from danger 
Interposed His precious blood 
 
3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be 
Let that grace now like a fetter 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it 
Prone to leave the God I love 
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it 
Seal it for Thy courts above 
 

 
INVOCATION 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 



OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 146:1–2, 5, 10 

 
P: Praise the LORD! 
C: Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 
P: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
C: I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 
P: Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C: whose hope is in the LORD his God. 
 
P: The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. 
C: Praise the LORD! 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 
C: Gracious God, in heartfelt repentance we admit and confess our sinfulness. We are  

sin-stained people by nature. Each day we have sinned and done things we ought not to 
have done and have not done that which we are to have been doing as Your servants. We 
have not seen people in the loving way that You see them. We have not always been ready 
to care and quick to help. We do indeed deserve Your punishment in this life and for 
eternity. Trusting in Your mercy, we come to You for forgiveness. Our trust is in the merits 
of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Grant us forgiveness of 
all our sins, and by the power of the Holy Spirit at work within our hearts and lives, lead us 
into ways that reflect Your goodness and love. 

 
P: God is loving and merciful. He sees us with loving eyes and graciously hears our supplications.  

By the command of our Lord and as His called and ordained servant, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

✠ WORD ✠ 
 

INTROIT Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: v. 16 

 
P: Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what He has done for my soul. 
C: Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise! 
 
P: Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of His praise be heard, 
C: who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip. 
 
P: Blessed be God, because He has not rejected my prayer or removed His steadfast love from me! 
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is  

now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
P: Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what He has done for my soul. 
 
 

KYRIE 

 
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 



P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of us all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE   

 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.                                                            

C: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship You, we give You 

thanks, 

we praise You for Your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb 

of God: You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right 

hand of the Father; receive our prayer. For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the 

Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father. Amen. 

 

 

SALUTATION 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 Risen and ascended Lord, while we were still in our sins, You chose us, laid down Your life for us,  

and called us friends. By Your great love for us, inspire us to love one another and to go out into  
the world to bear fruit according to Your promise; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

FIRST READING       Acts 10:34–48       (People from every nation are accepted by God.) 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
GRADUAL adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

 



L: Christ has risen from the dead. 
C: God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor, 
 
L: He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 
C: He has put all things under His feet. 
 
 

EPISTLE       1 John 5:1–8       (The victory of Christ overcomes the world.) 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL       John 15:9–17       (Obeying Christ’s commands and remaining in His love) 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
(The Gospel is read.) 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me” # 336 or LW 280 

 
1 Jesus, Thy boundless love to me, 
no thought can reach, no tongue declare; 
Unite my thankful heart to Thee, 
and reign without a rival there. 
Thine wholly, Thine alone, I am; 
be Thou alone, my constant flame. 
 
2 O grant that nothing in my soul 
may dwell, but Thy pure love alone! 
O may Thy love possess my whole, 
my Joy, my Treasure, and my Crown. 
All coldness from my heart remove; 
my ev'ry act, word, thought, be love. 
 
3 This love unwearied I pursue 
and dauntlessly to Thee aspire. 
O may Thy love my hope renew, 
burn in my soul like heav'nly fire. 
And day and night, be all my care 
to guard this sacred treasure there. 
 
4 In suffering be thy love, my peace, 
In weakness be thy love, my power 
And when the storms of life shall cease 
O Jesus in that final hour 
Be thou my rod and staff and guide 
And draw me safely to thy side! 
 

 



SERMON 
 

 
CATECHISM  The Third Article 

 
P: We learn from our First Reading today that the gift of the Holy Spirit was given to Gentiles as well  

as to Jews, which includes all the peoples of the world. Let us speak together the words of the  
Apostles’ Creed regarding the Third Person of the Holy Trinity. 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

P: What does this mean? 
C: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or  

come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His  
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

 
 In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church  

on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
 
 In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all  

believers. 
 
 On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all  

believers in Christ. 
 
 This is most certainly true. 
 
 

 
Thank you for your generous support throughout this difficult time. 

 
✠ GOD’S PEACE TO YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES ✠ 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P: You loved, O Lord, when we could not love. You sent forth Your Son as love incarnate. 
By Baptism You made us new in Christ as people of love. Keep us in Christ and equip us to show 
forth His love to all people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: You break down all barriers that would divide us from You and from one another. Keep 
us in Christ that we may welcome others in Your name with the Gospel of Christ crucified and 
risen. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: You give us Your Spirit that we may endure temptation and trial and may abide in Christ. 
Keep us in Christ that we may bear the good fruit of Your kingdom and show forth the good works 
of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: You have established Your Church as the community of love. Keep us in Christ by 
confession and absolution, by daily contrition and repentance, and by our communion in the flesh 



and blood of Christ; bless Your ministers who bring to us Your Means of Grace. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: You do not abandon Your people in their hour of need but clothe them with Your love and guard  

them in Your peace. Keep us in Christ . . . and all those who are  sick, suffering, grieving, or near 
death, that those who abide in You may endure to eternal life and be kept by Your grace in their 
hour of need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray and even our very selves, trusting in  

Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

✠ SACRAMENT ✠ 
 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should give thanks to You, Lord, our God, for You have  

come to redeem Your fallen creation. Through the saving work of Jesus Christ, whom to know is 
everlasting life, we are granted all good things and are directed in ways of peace. Through the 
working of Your Holy Spirit, bestow upon us Your benediction, that we would share Your blessed 
vision of all people and all creation, reflecting Your gracious love in all our words and deeds 
throughout our life’s journey on earth. Together with angels and archangels and with all who 
rejoice in the courts of heaven, we praise Your glorious name: 

 
 

SANCTUS  

 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the Highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of  
the Lord. Hosanna in the Highest. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 



 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had  
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ✠ body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave  
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ✠ blood, which is  
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  
Me.”               

 
 
PAX DOMINI 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

AGNUS DEI   

 
All: Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God you  

take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God you take away the sin  
of the world. Grant us peace. 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
  

THE BLESSING 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, You have again welcomed us at Your Table of grace. Grant that this  

Sacrament, which we have now received, strengthen us in faith and in loving service to one 
another. As we have shared in the blessings of Your Table, grant that we live each day as Your 
people who see those around us as You see them and love them as You love them; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 



 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

HYMN  “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”  # 389 or LW 305 

 
1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus 
As soldiers of the cross; 
Lift high his royal banner, 
It must not suffer loss: 
From vict'ry unto vict'ry 
His army he shall lead, 
Till ev'ry foe is vanquished, 
And Christ is Lord indeed. 
 
2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
The trumpet call obey; 
Stand forth in mighty conflict 
In this his glorious day: 
Let all his faithful serve him 
Against unnumbered foes; 
Let courage rise with danger, 
And strength to strength oppose. 
 
3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
Stand in his strength alone; 
The arm of flesh will fail you, 
You dare not trust your own: 
Put on the gospel armor, 
Each piece put on with prayer; 
Where duty calls, or danger, 
Be never wanting there. 
 
4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
The strife will not be long; 
This day the din of battle, 
The next the victor's song: 
The soldiers, overcoming,  
Their crown of life shall see; 
And with the King of glory 
Shall reign eternally. 
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