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That Which Does Give Life 
 

July 12, 2020 
 
 

AS WE GATHER 
The Word works! The Word of God is our only source of 
everlasting life. Through Isaiah, God explains that His Word is as 
effective as rain causing growth in plants. As David writes poetically, 
His care causes all the trees of the field to clap their hands. And 
the Word will work in our lives so that we will “go out in joy and be 
led forth in peace,” as Isaiah puts it. Indeed, Jesus, the Word in the 
flesh, succeeded in giving us peace and joy by rising victorious over sin, death, and the power of the 
devil. As a result, Paul explains in the Epistle, we are God’s adopted children, calling out to Him, “Abba, 
Father.” But there is work for us to do! As we let the Word work through us, we can expect that, in spite of 
opposition of all sorts from the world, if we but hear and understand, we will certainly bear fruit for our 
heavenly Father. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  
 
WELCOME 
 
PASSING OF GOD’S PEACE 

 

 PREPARATION  
 
(Stand) 
 

HYMN  “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” # 250 or LBW 198 

 
1 Open now thy gates of beauty, 
Zion, let me enter there, 
Where my soul in joyful duty 
Waits for God who answers prayer. 
Oh, how blessed is this place, 
Filled with solace, light and grace! 
 
2 Gracious God, I come before Thee, 
Come Thou also unto me; 
Where we find Thee and adore Thee, 
There a heav’n on earth must be. 
To my heart, oh, enter Thou, 
Let it be Thy temple now! 
 
3 Here Thy praise is gladly chanted, 
Here Thy seed is duly sown; 
Let my soul, where it is planted, 
Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
So that all I hear may be 
Fruitful unto life in me. 



4 Thou my faith increase and quicken, 
Let me keep Thy gift divine, 
How soe’er temptations thicken; 
May Thy Word still o’er me shine 
As my guiding star through life, 
As my comfort in all strife. 
 
5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee, 
Let Thy will be done indeed; 
May I undisturbed draw near Thee 
While Thou dost Thy people feed. 
Here of life the fountain flows, 
Here is balm for all our woes. 
  
 

INVOCATION 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 
P:    If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C:   But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination) 
 
P:     Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C:   Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.   We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.   Amen. 

 
P:     Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your 

sins.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:   Amen! 
 

 WORD  
 

KYRIE 

 
P: O Lord, 
C: have mercy on us. 
 
P: O Christ, 
C: have mercy on us. 
 
P: O Lord, 
C: have mercy on us, and give us Your peace. Amen. 
 



 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the feast” (Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9) 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.   
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.   
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia.   
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

SALUTATION 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Let us pray. 

 
Gracious God, who has given us this good earth in which to live and who sends rain and sun to 
cause plants to produce fruit and grain for harvest, 

C: continue to send Your life-giving Word to us so that we resist the cares of this world and 
return to You a harvest of new sons and daughters, 

P: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:10–13  (God’s Word accomplishes His plans.) 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
EPISTLE Romans 8:12–17 (Because the Spirit leads us, we know we are children of God.) 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
 

VERSE Isaiah 40:8 

 
P: Alleluia. The grass withers, the flower fades, 



C: but the word of our God will stand forever. Alleluia. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23  (The Word of the Kingdom as seed being sown.) 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
(The Gospel is read.) 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “When Morning Gilds the Skies”  # 546 or 460 

 
1 When morning gilds the skies, 
My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
When evening shadows fall 
This rings my curfew call: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
2 When mirth for music longs, 
This is my song of songs, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
God’s holy house of prayer 
Has none that can compare, 
With Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
3 To him my highest and best, 
I sing when love possessed, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
What e’er my hands begin, 
This blessing shall break in, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
4 No lovelier antiphon  
In all high heaven is known, 
Than Jesus Christ be praised! 
There to the eternal Word 
The eternal Psalm is heard, 
Oh Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
5 Let all of humankind, 
In this their concord find, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Let all the earth around, 
Ring joyous with the sound, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
6 Sing, sun and stars of space, 
Sing, all who see his face, 
Sing “Jesus Christ be praised!” 
God’s whole creation o’er 



Today and evermore 
Shall Jesus Christ be praised!  
 
 

SERMON 
 
 

CATECHISM  Explanation of the Third Article of the Apostle’s Creed 

 
C: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 

come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
 
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church 
on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
 
In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all 
believers. 
 
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all 
believers in Christ. 
 
This is most certainly true. 

 
 

 
 Thank you for your faithful stewardship during this difficult time.  

 
You can send your tithes and offerings to your church office or give online at: 

redeemerlutherancolden.org. 
 

GOD BLESS YOU ALL! 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
 needs. 
 
 Abba!  Father!  Your children lack for nothing under Your gracious care.  Cause us to trust Your 

Word and live in our true identity as Your beloved sons and daughters adopted by grace.  Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Abba!  Father!  Some are suffering and need Your help.  Be present with everyone who is 

afflicted in body, mind, or spirit.  Free people who are enslaved by addiction.  Use Your 
power to heal and bring wholeness to Your children both in this world and the next.  Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Abba!  Father!  Your children gather here at Your Table so that You can feed us with the 
 precious body and blood of Jesus, our Savior.  From wherever we have wandered this week, 



 we have now returned here at Your bidding with faith in Jesus’ words “given and shed for you 
 for the forgiveness of sins.”  Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Into Your hands, Abba, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 
 through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns in communion and love with 
 You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

C: Amen. 
 
 

HYMN  “On What Has Now Been Sown”  # 217 

 
1 On what has now been sown 
Your blessing, Lord, bestow; 
The pow'r is Yours alone 
To make it sprout and grow. 
O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, 
And Yours alone shall have the praise! 
 
2 To You our wants are known, 
From You are all our pow'rs; 
Accept what is Your own 
And pardon what is ours. 
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 
And to Your Word a blessing give. 
 
3 O grant that each of us, 
Now met before You here, 
May meet together thus 



When You and Yours appear 
And follow You to heav'n, our home. 
E'en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 
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