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AS WE GATHER 
 
Advent is a season for us to grow in hope. We gather amid a world 
that in many ways seems hopeless. Extremists on both ends 
of the political spectrum seem to control almost everything we hear, 
read, and see. Deep divisions over race, politics, and economics 
loom over us like a dark storm cloud. How can the Church 
possibly make a difference in all of this? Today’s Readings acknowledge the distress and fear that the 
world’s foundations are being shaken. And right in the middle of it all, there is hope. Jesus says, “Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away” (Luke 21:33). The prophet Jeremiah declares 
God’s promise to restore His people and all creation. If we were left to ourselves, there would be little 
room for such hope. But God does not leave us alone. By His Word and Sacraments, God establishes 
our hearts and prepares us for Jesus’ coming final restoration. Until that day, we wait, we pray, we hope. 
 
 

✠ PREPARATION ✠ 
 
 

HYMN  “The Advent of Our God” # 22 or LW 12 

 
1 The advent of our God 
Shall be our theme for prayer; 
Come let us meet Him on the road 
And place for Him prepare. 
 
2 The everlasting Son 
Incarnate stoops to be; 
Himself a servant's form puts on 
To set His people free. 
 
3 Come Zion's daughter, rise 
To meet your lowly King. 
Net let your faithless heart despise 
The peace he comes to bring. 
 
4 As Judge, on clouds of light, 
He soon will come again, 
And all the scattered saints unite, 
With Him on high to reign. 
 
5 Before the dawning day 
Let sin be put to flight; 
No longer let the law hold sway, 
But walk in freedom’s light. 
 
6 All glory to the Son, 
Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever One, 
Through all eternity.
 

INVOCATION 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 



C: Amen. 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Jeremiah 33:14–15; Luke 21:27, 33, adapt. 

 
P: The LORD says, “I will fulfill the promise I made to the houses of Israel and Judah.” 
C: We thank You, O Lord! 
 
P: The LORD says, “My righteous Branch will cause justice and righteousness to spring up.” 
C: We adore You, O Lord! 
 
P: The LORD says, “You will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” 
C: We praise You, O Lord! 
 
P:  The LORD says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.” 
C: We worship You, O Lord! 
 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 
“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” # 34 vs. 1 or LW 31 vs. 1 
 
1 Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel,  And ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here  Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
(One Advent candle is lit.) 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 O Lord, let the lighting of this candle signify that You are the light that shines in all the darkness of  

our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–7 

 
P: Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in Christ, we confess our sins  

to God and one another. 
 

A time of silence is observed. 
 
P: We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and deed. We have  

neither loved You with our whole heart nor loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
C: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 
 
P: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
C: according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD! 
 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your  

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

✠ WORD ✠ 
 

INTROIT Psalm 89:6, 14–16, 18; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

 
P: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 
C: Who in the skies can be compared to the LORD? Who among the heavenly beings is like 
the  



LORD? 
 
P: Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go  

before You. 
C: Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O LORD, in the light of Your  

face, 
 
P: who exult in Your name all the day and in Your righteousness are exalted. 
C: For our shield belongs to the LORD, our king to the Holy One of Israel. 
 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is  

now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
P: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 
 
 

KYRIE pp. 57, 58 

P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C:   Lord, have mercy. 

 
P:   For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:   Lord, have mercy. 
                                                                                                             

P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.                                     
C:   Amen. 

 
 

SALUTATION 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection 
C: we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins 
 
P: and saved by Your mighty deliverance; 
C: for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 33:14–16 (Promise of Restoration.) 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

 
L: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
C: Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 



 
L: Behold, your king is coming to you; 
C: righteous and having salvation. 
 
L: Blessèd is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C: From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
 
 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13  (God can cause us to abound in love for one another.) 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 21:25–36  (The kingdom of God is near.) 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
(The Gospel is read.) 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Savior of the Nations, Come”  

 
1 Savior of the nations come; Shoe the Glory of the Son! 
Every people, stand in awe;  Praise the perfect Son of God. 
 
2 Not of human seed or worth,  But from God’s own mystic breath, 
Fruit in Mary’s womb begun  When God breathed the Word, His Son, 
 
3 Wondrous birth!  Oh, wondrous child  Of the virgin undefiled! 
Mighty God and man in one,  Eager now his race to run!  
 
4 God the Father is his source,  Back to God he runs his course; 
Down to death and hell descends, God’s high throne he re-ascends. 
 
5 He leaves heaven to return;  Traveling where dull hellfires burn; 
Riding out, returning home  As the Savior who has come. 
 
6 God the Father’s precious Son  Girds himself in flesh to run 
For the trophies of our souls,  Longer than this round earth rolls. 
 
7 Shining stable in the night,  Breathing victry with your light; 
Darkness cannot hide your flame,  Shining bright as Jesus’ name 

 
 
SERMON 
 
 

CREED Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the  forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

SOFT MUSIC IS PLAYED AS WE PREPARE FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER. 
  
 

 
Thank you for your generous support through these trying times. 

 
✠ GOD’S PEACE TO YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES ✠ 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their  

needs. 
           
 For the world in which we live, that our Creator would reveal Himself as the Redeemer of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Fill our hearts with thankfulness and love! 
 
P: For the proclamation of the Gospel, that all who hear of Christ may repent and believe in Him, let  

us pray to the Lord. 
C: Fill our hearts with thankfulness and love! 

 
P: For all pastors, teachers, missionaries, and other servants of the Church, that they may guide  

others in lives of service and leadership, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Fill our hearts with thankfulness and love! 
 
P: For our congregation, that we may love as we have been loved, let us pray to the Lord.  
C: Fill our hearts with thankfulness and love! 

 
P: For all who serve in positions of leadership in our government, along with those in our nation’s  

military, that they would walk in faithfulness and integrity, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Fill our hearts with thankfulness and love! 

 
P: For all who are broken in heart, mind, and body, that they may know the healing of Jesus in body,  

mind, and spirit, let us pray to the Lord.  
C: Fill our hearts with thankfulness and love! 

 
P: For these and all other concerns we have, that coming before the throne of grace, we may find  

mercy to help us in our every need, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Fill our hearts with thankfulness and love! Amen. 
 
 

✠ SACRAMENT ✠ 
 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

PROPER PREFACE 



 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,  

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the 
Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 

SANCTUS p. 69  

 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the Highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of  
the Lord. Hosanna in the Highest. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had  
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ✠ body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave  
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ✠ blood, which is  
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  
Me.”               

 
 
PAX DOMINI 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

AGNUS DEI  p. 72  

 
All: Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God you  

take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God you take away the sin  
of the world. Grant us peace. 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION 



 

THE BLESSING 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 Thank You, Lord, for this gift of Christ’s body and blood. Grant that His presence with us in the  

Meal fill our hearts with Your peace, that our hope for that great coming day of restoration may 
abound; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
HYMN  “Come, O Precious Ransom”  # 24 or LW 34 
 
1 Come, O precious Ransom, come, 
Only Hope for sinful mortals! 
Come, O Savior of the world! 
Open are to you all portals. 
Come, your beauty let us view; 
Anxiously we wait for you. 
 
2 Enter now my waiting heart, 
Glorious King and Lord most holy. 
Dwell in me and never leave,, 
Though I am but poor and lowly. 
What  vast riches will be mine 
When you are my guest divine! 
 
3 My hosannas and my palms 
Graciously receive, I pray you. 
Evermore, as best I can, 
Homage I will gladly  pay you, 
And in faith I will embrace, 
Life eternal by your grace. 
 
4 Hail, hosanna, David's Son! 
Jesus,hear our supplication! 
Let your kingdom, scepter, crown 
Bring us blessing and salvation 
That forever we may sing 
Hail, hosanna! to our King. 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING! 



 
Thanks to Sarah (and her sisters) for blessing our Service with their wonderful voices this 

morning! 
  

*** 
We desperately need people to come and help put up Christmas Decorations THIS THURSDAY 

evening. PLEASE HELP 
  

*** 
Singers are needed for our Christmas Eve Service. If you are interested, practices are 
immediately following Sunday services. 
 

*** 
Confirmation Class is every Monday at 5:30 unless there is no school that day. 
 

*** 
Dec. 5th after service join all those making Gingerbread Houses after service. Please bring 
decorations to share and a box to carry your creation home. 
 

*** 
Thur. Dec. 9th at 6:00 The Women will gather here for their Annual Christmas Party. Please 
bring an Appetizer or a Dessert to share and a $10.00 gift if you wish to participate in the gift 
exchange. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

YEAR TO DATE PLATE & ELECTRONIC OFFERINGS 
Nov. 14 & 21 adjustments included. 

                                        
 ATTENDANCE                                       Offerings                      PayPal                  YEAR TO DATE 
 
   Service: 112  -  S.S: 20                      $ 5,243.00                         ---                         $ 97,653.55 

           To meet budget                            4,600.00                          ---                         108,100.00 

                                                                      643.00                      ---                          (10,446.45) 

“I have held many things in my hand, and have lost them all;                                                               

but whatever I have placed in God’s hands that I still possess.” ~ Martin Luther 


