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A Setback for a Setup 
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AS WE GATHER 
 
Countless times during Christ’s mission in human flesh for the 
sins of the world, the Pharisees and others tried to test, trap, and 
trick Jesus, thinking He would suffer a setback to His ministry. 
Time and time again, Jesus in His divine wisdom and teaching would 
instead turn those times into a setup for teaching about many 
things regarding life on earth and the kingdom of heaven. We, too, face times of testing, trapping, and 
tricking, though not from Pharisees, but from this world, the devil, and our own sinful flesh, and often we 
face setbacks. We are wise to turn to the one who has set us up for forgiveness, mercy, and a new life 
through His own life, death, and rising. Rejoicing in His grace, in response to His love, we faithfully, 
“render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21). 
 
 

WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL TO PASTOR RON SPREHE FOR LEADING OUR WORSHIP 
SERVICE THIS MORNING 

 
✠ PREPARATION ✠ 

 

INVOCATION 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

HYMN  “Before You, Lord, We Bow” # 401 - or LW 500 

 
1 Before you, Lord, we bow, Our God who reigns above, 
And rules the world below, Boundless in power and love; 
Our thanks we bring In joy and praise, 
Our hearts we raise to you, our King! 
 
2 The nation you have blest May well your love declare, 
From foes and fears at rest, Protected by your care. 
For this bright day, For this fair land, 
Gifts of your hand. Our thanks we pay. 
 
3 May every mountain height, Each vale and forest green, 
Shine in your word's pure light, And its rich fruits be seen! 
May every tongue Be tuned to praise, 
And join to raise A grateful song. 
 
4 Earth! hear your maker's voice, Your great Redeemer own, 
Believe, obey, rejoice, And worship Him alone; 
Cast down your pride, Your sin deplore, 
And bow before the Crucified. 
 
5 And when in pow’r He comes, O may our native land, 
From all its rending tombs, Send forth a glorious band; 
A countless throng, with joy to sing 
To heav’n's high King salvation's song. 
 
 



 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 96:1–9 

 
P: Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
C: Sing to the LORD, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to day. 
 
P: Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples! 
C: For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods. 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 
 
P: For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 
C: Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 
 
P: Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 
C: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into His courts!  

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 
P: We have heard the invitation but must confess that we have not always responded in true 
faith. But God has promised grace and mercy for Jesus’ sake. Let us therefore go to His throne of 
grace. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and our sinful condition. 

 
P: Father in heaven, 

C: we confess that too often we have turned deaf ears to Your gracious invitation.  We 
have thought our plans were most important.  We have spoken as if You could not hear.  
We have acted according to the expectations of the world around us.  Worse, there is no 
good within us by which we can amend our sinful condition.  Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, 
and by Your Holy Spirit increase the faith You have worked within us. Grant us to reflect in 
our daily living the righteousness and rejoicing we shall know at the wedding feast of the 
Lamb, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
P: In His great mercy, God has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  By our 
Lord’s death and resurrection, your sins have been paid for; your seats are reserved.  As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the   Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

✠ WORD ✠ 
 
 

INTROIT Psalm 121:1–4, 7–8; antiphon: v. 5 

 
P: The Lord is your keeper; 
C: the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 
 
P: I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
C: From where does my help come? 
 
P: My help comes from the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
 
P: He will not let your foot be moved; 
C: he who keeps you will not slumber. 
 
P: Behold, he who keeps Israel 
C: will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 



P: The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
C: he will keep your life. 
 
P: The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in 
C: from this time forth and forevermore. 
 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
P: The Lord is your keeper; 
C: the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 
 
 

KYRIE  

 
P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
  all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.                                     
C:   Amen. 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE   

 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.   
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.   
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia.   
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

SALUTATION 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 O God, as there is no other like You, help us to give to You the things that are Yours, that we  



serve only You. Govern all things in this world so Your Church will serve You with conviction in  
confidence and peace, and that faith, hope, and love be known and shown in our earthly journeys  
as Your kingdom comes; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You  
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 45:1–7  

 
(The Lord uses Cyrus as an instrument of deliverance.) 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GRADUAL Psalm 91:11; 103:1 

 
L: He will command His angels concerning you 
C: to guard you in all your ways. 
 
L: Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
C: and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 
 
 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10  (The Thessalonians’ faith and example) 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:15–22  

 
(Jesus tested by the Pharisees about paying taxes to Caesar) 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
(The Gospel is read.) 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY “O Word of God Incarnate” # 231 - or LW 335 

 
1 O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 
We praise You for the radiance That from the hallowed page, 
A lantern to our footsteps, Shines on from age to age. 

2 The church from You, dear Master, Received the gift divine, 
And still that light is lifted O’er all the earth to shine. 
It is the chart and compass That, all life’s voyage through, 
Mid mists and rocks and quicksands Still guides O Christ, to you.; 
 

3 Oh, make your church, dear Savior, A lamp of burnished gold, 
To bear before the nations Your true light, as of old. 



Oh, teach your wand’ring pilgrims By this their path to trace, 
Till, clouds and darkness ended, They see You face to face. 
 
 

SERMON 
 
 

CREED Nicene Creed 

 
C: I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
        and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
        and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life ✠ of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for your continued faithfulness during this prolonged period of difficulty.  

 
Please send your tithes and offerings to the church office or give online at: 
redeemerlutherancolden.org. if you are unable to be with us at Worship. 

 
GOD BLESS YOU ALL! 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their  



needs. 
 
 We offer to You, Lord, the sacrifice of our prayer and praise. You have blessed us with the gift of  

life in Your Son, Jesus Christ. You provide for all our needs, even when we are unaware. Accept  
our humble thanksgiving, and empower us to demonstrate our thanks in words, actions, and  
dedicated service to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We acknowledge that You are the Lord, and there is no other. Strengthen us to resist temptations  

to serve other gods, whether things of this world, others, or ourselves. Open our eyes to see Your  
presence in all of our lives. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Our Savior Jesus Christ, has reminded us to render to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to You what  

is Yours. As You have established all authority over us, we pray for our leaders in this world,  
nation, state, and community. Give them wisdom and courage to act with justice and mercy for all  
lives, including the unborn and aged, the vulnerable and needful. Bless also those who serve our  
Church as elected and called officials, and the leaders within our own congregation, that all  
actions bring glory to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We lift up all those in need, the hungry and homeless, the mourning and grieving, and all who  

seek healing. Give peace, hope, and healing according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through  

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

BENEDICTION 

 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

C: Amen. 
 
 

HYMN  “Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word” # 379 - or LW 321  

 
1 Spread, O spread, almighty word, 



Spread the reign of  God the Lord; 
Tell how his own Son he gave 
All from sin and death to save. 
 
2 Tell of our Redeemer's grace, 
Who, to save our human race 
And to pay rebellion’s price, 
Gave himself as sacrifice. 
 
3 Tell of God the Spirit given 
Now to guide us on to heav’n, 
Strong and holy, just and true, 
Working both to will and do. 
 
4 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gathering nations all 
See your light, and heed your call. 
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